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Two years ago, Idaho Governor Brad Little called for “breaching the status quo” at
an Andrus Center for Public Policy conference convened to bring the stakeholders
in the Snake River salmon and dam controversy that has raged since Cecil D.
Andrus was Idaho’s governor.
Republican Representative Mike Simpson did just that, frst that day by asking
federal power agencies, electric cooperatives, grain farmers who ship by barge
and river communities to ask themselves “what if” the four lower Snake dams were
removed. Then in February 2021 Simpson answered his own question with a bold
$33.5 billion concept to replace the power from the dams, invest in the Tri-Cities
and Lewiston, pay the transition costs for farmers and shippers, give the region’s
Indian tribes and states control over salmon funding and put a moratorium on
litigation to provide certainty.
Little and the governors of Oregon, Montana and Washington have begun their
own collaborative process to seek a permanent solution as Idaho’s salmon are
trending toward extinction. So Thursday, May 13, 2021 the Andrus Center will host a
two-year check-in virtual event revisiting the 2019 groundbreaking Environmental
Conference, Salmon, Energy, Agriculture, and Community: Can We Come Together?.
As in 2019, the 2021 online gathering will include diverse voices refecting key
stakeholders across the region to consider where we are now and how to keep
progress moving.
The half-day virtual event will begin with opening speaker Shannon Wheeler,
Chairman of Nez Perce Tribal Executive Committee. The schedule will follow with
keynote speakers U.S. Congressm Representatives Earl Blumenauer (Oregon),
Representative Dan Newhouse (Washington), and Mike Simpson (Idaho).
There will also be a discussion panel moderated by author and environmental
reporter Rocky Barker that includes many return panelists from our 2019 event to
discuss where we are now and how things are moving forward.
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SCHEDULE
Schedule
9:00 AM

Welcome Message

9:10 AM

Opening Speaker- Shannon Wheeler

9:30 AM

Opening Keynote Speaker - Representative Earl Blumenauer (D-OR)

10:05 AM

Break

10:10 AM

Discussion Panel:
Lynda Mapes, Reporter, Seattle Times
David Reeploeg, Vice President, Federal Programs, Tri-City Development
Council
Debra Smith, General Manager & Chief Executive Ofcer, Seattle City Light
Sam White, Chief Operating Ofcer, PNW Farmers Cooperative
Chris Wood, President & Chief Executive Ofcer, Trout Unlimited

11:10 AM

Break

11:20 AM

Midday Keynote Speaker - Representative Dan Newhouse (R-WA)

11:55 AM

Break

12:00 PM

Closing Keynote speaker- Representative Mike Simpson (R-ID)

12:45 PM

Closing Remarks

Like many organizations, the Andrus Center has embraced the dynamic created
by COVID-19 to ensure the safety of attendees by hosting events virtually. This
half-day conference will be hosted online through the conference platform,
HOPIN. The Andrus Center has successfully hosted three events using the
HOPIN platform and we hope attendees enjoy the unique online experience that
goes well beyond your typical ZOOM webinar. Tips, tricks and frequently asked
questions regarding the platform can be found on the website:
www.boisestate.edu/sps-andruscenter/2021-environmental-conference
Energy, Salmon, Agriculture and Community: REVISITED
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Shannon Wheeler
Chairman, Nez Perce Tribal Executive
Committee

Chairman Shannon F. Wheeler was frst
elected to serve on the Nez Perce Tribal
Executive Committee, the governing
body of the Nez Perce Tribe, in 2016. He
was re-elected to a second three-year
term in 2019. During his tenure on the
governing council, he served one year
as the Chairman of the Law and Order
Subcommittee and one year as the
Treasurer. He has served as Chairman
of the Nez Perce Tribal Executive
Committee for the past three years.
Chairman Wheeler has an
entrepreneurial spirit that started at the
early age of fve-years-old. At that time,
he was selling vegetable soup and fower
seeds to his community. This grew into
running larger businesses later on; which,
since 1990, included being a licensed
retailer for the Nez Perce Tribe.
Chairman Wheeler’s experience in the
private sector and as an individual
exercising Nez Perce Tribal treatyreserved rights has served as the
foundation for the policies he has
advocated for during his time on the
executive committee. These policies
include job creation, tribal economic
development, natural resource
management, and preservation of the
culture, history and way of life of the
Nimiipuu.
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During his tenure as an elected ofcial,
he has helped create a day worker
program, develop the Nez Perce Tribal
Water Code, purchase several retail
enterprises, and work with federal and
state agencies on resource and land
management throughout the Nez Perce
Tribe’s aboriginal territory.

Representative Mike Simpson
Michael (Mike) K. Simpson is serving
his twelfth term in the House of
Representatives for Idaho’s Second
Congressional District.
Mike serves on the House
Appropriations Committee. He
is the Ranking Member for the
Subcommittee on Energy and
Water Development. He also serves
on the Interior and Environment
Subcommittee. These committees
have jurisdiction over funding for a
number of programs critical to Idaho,
including the Department of Energy,
the Department of the Interior, the
Forest Service, our National Parks, the
National Endowment for the Arts, and
Smithsonian Institute.
Simpson is one of the House’s leading
advocates for a new energy policy and
a renewed commitment to research
and development of improved nuclear
energy technologies. Mike has also
gained national attention for his bill to
split the massive, overburdened 9th
Circuit Court of Appeals as well as his
Sawtooth National Recreation Area
and Jerry Peak Wilderness Additions
Act which addresses the concerns
of economic growth and stability for
rural Idaho and resolves long time
wilderness debate over the BoulderWhite Clouds and was signed into law
in August of 2015. Simpson has long
championed a fx to fre borrowing,

having authored the Wildfre Disaster
Funding Act. Simpson’s leadership led
to the passage of the FY18 Omnibus
Spending Bill that provided historic
forest management reforms, most
notably treating wildfres like other
natural disasters.
His political career began in 1980,
when he was elected to the Blackfoot
City Council. In 1984, he was elected to
the Idaho Legislature where he served
until 1998, the last six years serving as
Speaker. Simpson was born in Burley,
Idaho and raised in Blackfoot. He
graduated from Utah State University
and earned his DMD from Washington
University School of Dental Medicine
in St. Louis, Missouri. After graduation,
he joined his father and uncle at the
Simpson Family Dental Practice in
Blackfoot.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Representative Earl Blumenauer
A lifelong resident of Portland,
Oregon, Congressman Earl
Blumenauer is one of Oregon’s
innovative leaders. Raised in SE
Portland, Earl attended Centennial
High School. While still a college
student at Lewis and Clark College,
he led the campaign in Oregon to
lower the voting age. He was a key
player just two years later as one of
the youngest legislators in Oregon’s
history in a landmark session for
school funding, ethics reform and
Oregon’s groundbreaking land use
laws.
As a Multnomah County Commissioner
and member of the Portland
City Council, Earl’s innovative
accomplishments in transportation
with light rail, bicycles and the
streetcar, planning and environmental
programs and public participation
helped Portland earn an international
reputation as one of America’s most
livable cities.
Elected to the US House of
Representatives in 1996, Earl has
been a tireless advocate for the 3rd
Congressional District. He’s recognized
for his creative, innovative policies and
accomplishments, and also his political
leadership in Oregon and nationwide.
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He tackles controversial issues and
fnds ways to break ideological
and partisan gridlock with a unique
approach to problem solving that
brings people together.
He is currently a member of the Ways
and Means Committee, Chairman
of the subcommittee on Trade and
a member of the subcommittee on
Health. These assignments give Earl
a unique platform to promote critical
issues like Medicare for All and the
Green New Deal. Earl has been a
champion for rebuilding and renewing
our nation’s infrastructure, economic
security for families, protection of
public lands, stopping gun violence,
ending the prohibition of marijuana,
and criminal justice reform.

Representative Dan Newhouse
Representative Dan Newhouse is a
lifelong resident of Central Washington
and is honored to represent the 4th
District in Congress. A third-generation
Yakima Valley farmer, Dan brings
real-world experience to Congress
as a businessman and former state
legislator ready to work hard in
support of conservative solutions that
encourage job creation and economic
opportunity in Central Washington.
Dan understands that looking out
for taxpayers means that Congress
must stay on budget and make the
government work efciently to fulfll
its responsibilities.
Dan serves on the Appropriations
Committees, which exercises
jurisdiction on critical legislative issues
for the 4th District.
Dan served four terms as a legislator
in the Washington State House of
Representatives, representing the
15th Legislative District from 2003 to
2009. In the Legislature, Dan earned a
reputation as a principled conservative
willing to work with colleagues to
support policies that foster economic
growth.

From 2009 to 2013, Dan served
as Director of Washington State’s
Department of Agriculture, where
he listened to the concerns of
Washington farmers and promoted the
state’s agricultural resources.
Dan attended Washington State
University, where he earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in Agricultural
Economics. Dan is also a graduate
of the Washington Agriculture and
Forestry Leadership Program.
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PANELISTS
David Reeploeg

Vice President,
Federal Programs,
Tri-City Development
Council
David Reeploeg serves
as Vice President for
Federal Programs of
the Tri-City Development Council (TRIDEC)
and Executive Director of Hanford
Communities.
Before assuming these duties, David spent
over 12 years working for members of the
Washington state congressional delegation,
primarily in the ofces of U.S. Senators
Maria Cantwell and Patty Murray.
David is a native of the Tri-Cities, WA, and
is a graduate of Hanford High School and
the University of Washington.

Debra Smith

General Manager &
Chief Executive Ofcer,
Seattle City Light
Debra Smith is the
General Manager
and CEO of Seattle
City Light, one of
the nation’s largest community-owned
electric utilities. City Light serves more
than 460,000 meters and 900,000 people
across Seattle and parts of eight adjacent
franchise cities.
Previously, Debra served as Central Lincoln
PUD’s General Manager from July 2013
to October 2018. She brought 17 years of
experience to that role from the Eugene
Water and Electric Board, where she held
a variety of positions, including Assistant
General Manager.
Debra earned a Bachelor of Science in
Finance from Arizona State University
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and is a Senior Fellow with the American
Leadership Forum of Oregon. She currently
serves as chair of the Public Power
Council and is on the board of the Pacifc
Northwest Utilities Conference Committee.
Debra and her husband Dale have raised
three sons and two daughters. They love
City life, and have a home in Eugene,
Oregon as well. The Smiths enjoy travel,
time with friends and family and hanging
out with their grandson Oliver.

Lynda Mapes

Reporter, Seattle Times
Lynda V. Mapes is a
reporter at the Seattle
Times, where she
specializes in coverage
of the environment.
Over the course of
her career she has won numerous awards,
including the international 2019 and 2012
Kavli gold award for science journalism
from the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, the world’s
largest professional science association.
She has written fve books, including Elwha,
a River Reborn about the largest dam
removal project ever in history and the
efort to revive a wilderness watershed in
Washington’s Olympic National Park, and
its once legendary salmon runs. In 201314 Lynda was awarded a 9-month Knight
fellowship in Science Journalism at MIT. In
2014-15, she was a Bullard Fellow at the
Harvard Forest, exploring the human and
natural history of a single, 100-year old oak
to write Witness Tree, published by the
University of Washington Press in 2019.
Her forthcoming book on the southern
resident orca whales’ struggle to survive
will be published by the Seattle Times and
Braided River on June 1, 2021. In addition
to her staf position as lead environment

reporter at the Seattle Times, Lynda is
an associate of the Harvard Forest of
Harvard University, in Petersham, MA.
She was recognized by NOAA Fisheries
in 2016 with the prestigious Dr. Nancy
Foster Habitat Conservation Award for her
reporting on fsh and habitat. She lives in
Seattle.

Sam White

Chief Operating
Ofcer, PNW Farmers
Cooperative
Sam was raised on a
dry land wheat farm
in Palouse WA. The
“Palouse” area which
encompasses parts of Eastern Washington
and Northern Idaho has some of the most
productive soil in the world. Sam attended
and graduated from Washington State
University with a bachelors of science
degree in Agriculture. He started his career
in 1984 with Johnson Union Warehouse
Co., a grain and pulse crop cooperative. In
1996 Sam took a job with Genesee Union
Warehouse Co in Genesee ID as the grain
department manager. In 2008 Genesee
Union Warehouse and Whitman County
Growers merged their two companies
to form Pacifc Northwest Farmers
Cooperatives where he is currently the
Chief Operations Ofcer. Today, Pacifc
Northwest Farmers Cooperative has grain
and pulse storage in over 35 locations on
the Palouse along with 5 Pulse processing
plants and 5 seed cleaning plants. Sam
currently sits on the Board of directors of
Lewis-Clark Terminal in Lewiston ID, He is
the past President of the Pacifc Northwest
Grain and Feed Association and he also
is a member of the Idaho Commodity
Indemnity Fund Advisory Board. In his
spare time Sam enjoys spending time
golfng or just being outside.

Chris Wood

President & Chief
Executive Ofcer,
Trout Unlimited
Before coming to
Trout Unlimited in
September 2001,
Chris Wood served
as the senior policy and communications
advisor to the Chief of the U.S. Forest
Service where he helped protect 58 million
acres of publicly owned land. Chris began
his career as a temporary employee with
the Forest Service in Idaho and also
worked for the Fish and Wildlife program
of the Bureau of Land Management. He
is the author and co-author of numerous
papers and articles and three books
including, Watershed Restoration:
Principles and Practices (AFS 1997),
From Conquest to Conservation: Our
Public Land Legacy (Island Press, 2003),
and My Healthy Stream: A handbook for
streamside owners (Trout Unlimited and
Aldo Leopold Foundation, 2013).
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Andrus Center For Public Policy Board Of Governors
Tracy Andrus
President/Chair, Andrus Center
A.L. “Butch” Alford
President, TPC Holdings, Inc.
Rocky Barker
Author and environmental reporter
Bruce Bistline
Retired Attorney
Andy Brunelle
Former staf to Gov. Andrus 1987-1995
Cherie Buckner-Webb
Zone 5 Trustee, Vice Chair,
College of Western Idaho

Mark Echo Hawk
Founding Member, Attorney
Echo Hawk & Olsen, PLLC
Randy Hill
Corporate Lawyer, Stoel Rives, LLP
Wendy Jaquet
Retired ID State Legislator
Rick Johnson
Consultant
Lauren McLean
Mayor, City of Boise
Christopher Paul Mathias
Idaho House of Representatives

Aimée Christensen
Founder and CEO, Christensen
Global Strategies

Mike Mooney
Retired Regional President, Bank of the
Cascades

Monica Carol Church
Social Studies Department Chair & AP
Government Teacher, Boise High School

Marcus Nye
Senator, Idaho Legislature

Linda Clark, Ed.D.
Retired Educator

Beth Oppenheimer
Executive Director, Idaho Association for
the Education of Young Children

Debbie Cleverley
Sr Private Client Relationship Ofcer,
Idaho Central Credit Union

Doug Oppenheimer
President, Oppenheimer Companies

Corey Cook
Vice Provost, Saint Mary’s College

Robert L. Sanchez
Vice President, Idaho Business for
Education

Elaine French
Board Member, League of Conservation
Voters
Peggy Elliott Goldwyn
Novelist, Screenwriter, & Producer,
Family of Woman Film Festival
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John Sande
Retired Attorney
Cathy Silak
Of Counsel, Hawley Troxell
Jenna Whitlock
Retired, Bureau of Land Management

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

RESOURCES
C R EAT

IVE

LEGACY

FUND®

SO LU TI O N S. LAST I N G RES U LT S•

•

PeRKINSCOle
COUNSEL

TO GREAT COMPANIES

American Rivers
RIVERS CONNECT US®

The Nature~}
Conservancy~
Idaho

TROUT
UNLIMITED

IDAHO
CONSERVATION
LEAGUE
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The Andrus Center
wishes to thank our
amazing
Environmental Steering
Committee:

COMMITTED
TOSOLUTIONS
THAT
STRENGTHEN
OUR
REGION.

Rocky Barker
Andy Brunelle
Rick Johnson

American Rivers

Jenna Whitlock

RIVERS CONNECT US®

AMERICANRIVERS.ORG/MOSTENDAN

SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES

Perpetua
Resources
(Formerly Midas Gold)

Proud Sponsor of

Great Causes

Our state motto, Esto perpetua, means “let it be perpetual,” calling each
one of us to be stewards of Idaho’s vast resources. This is the same
philosophy that guides our values.
We are a team of Idahoans who believe in responsible mining so we may
protect our beautiful state while providing for those we love.
We are caretakers of Idaho’s vast resources. Builders of community.
Innovators for tomorrow.
We are Perpetua Resources.
PerpetuaResources.com

PERKINS COIE is proud to support the Andrus Center for

Public Policy in its sustained commitment to providing a
forum for all stakeholders to address the interconnected
challenges of wild salmon conservation, reliable energy,
agriculture, and other issues in the Pacifc Northwest.
PerkinsCoie.com

PeRKINSCOie
Perkins Coie LLP Attorney Advertising
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Photo by Jon Kittell

Dam removal and river restoration are bringing people together across
the American West to solve difficult problems related to water supply and
river health. Removing a dam or obstruction is an opportunity to rethink
water infrastructure and find common ground among Tribes, farmers,
environmentalists, anglers, and local governments.
Resources Legacy Fund is proud to support this important work through its
Open Rivers Fund, a program that works with local communities to remove
obsolete dams, modernize water infrastructure, and restore western rivers
for people, fish, and wildlife. Open Rivers Fund is made possible with
generous support from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.
Momentum is building. Keep learning and sharing your stories of win-win
dam removal solutions.

“It is at White Bird Hill that I can get
steamed up over my greatest frustration
in politics. The Salmon River gets its name
from the hundreds of thousands of fsh
that once spawned in its pools, eddies
and side streams. Meriwether Lewis was
fed one of them by friendly Indians after
staggering over the Continental Divide at
Lemhi Pass into the valley of the upper
Salmon.

Andrus Collection, Boise State University

“In the mid-1950s, about four hundred
thousand salmon returned up the Snake
River system each year, most heading for
such unspoiled tributaries as the Salmon,
Clearwater, and Imnaha Rivers. I would
picnic with my young family at Bruce’s
Eddy on the Clearwater and wade into
the river with hopes of hooking a chinook
salmon or steelhead, the Northwest’s
fghting and famously tasty species of
seagoing trout.
No more. The fsh are disappearing from
the river system.”
Governor Cecil D. Andrus - from Politics
Western Style
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andruscenter.org
The Andrus Center for Public Policy advances the legacy issues of former Idaho Governor
and Secretary of the Interior, Cecil D. Andrus — wise use of our environmental resources
and public lands, proper funding of education for our children and the cultivation of
leadership from all segments of our society.

